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Cultural Expeditions

Silk Road: 8 Days Xian, Dunhuang , Turpan & Urumgqi
Departure Dates for 2012: 2 Apr, 21 May, 18 Jun, 16 Jul, 20 Aug, 17 Sep & 22 Oct
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Hong Kong > Xian AppI’OX. 2.5 hours f|ight (Hong Kong Airlines or China Eastern Airlines)
Fly to Xian. Dinner on the flight.
Stay at the Xian Garden Hotel or similar (4-star)

Xian

Visit the Big Wild Goose Pagoda, built in 589 AD in the Sui Dynasty and completed in 652 AD
during the reign of Emperor Gaozong of the Tang Dynasty (618 — 907), mainly to hold sutras and
figurines of Buddhism that were brought back to China from India by the Buddhist monk
Xuanzang. Visit the UNESCO World Heritage Site — Terracotta \Warrior Museum, a treasure
house of Qin Dynasty’s military affairs (221-207BC), science and technology, art and culture.
Onwards to the Drum and Bell Square. Enjoy a dumpling dinner in the evening.

Stay at the Xian Garden Hotel or similar (4-star) (B,L&D)

Xian = Dunhuang Approx. 2 hours flight

Visit the Shaanxi Provincial History Museum, one of the four largest museums in China,
showing the development of Chinese civilization. Fly to Dunhuang.

Stay at the Silk Road Dunhuang Hotel or similar (Culture Hotel) (B,L&D)

Dunhuang

Visit the Mogao Caves, the largest and richest ancient art treasure-trove in the world. The Mogao
Caves was inscribed as UNESCO Heritage Site in 1987. Visit the \White Horse Pagoda, which
was originally built in 386 AD to commemorate the Indian Buddhist Master named Kumarjiva 9in
Putonghua “Jiumoluoshi”) and his white horse that died on the way when Kumarjiva traveled
eastward to spread Buddhism. Visit the West Thousand Buddha Caves of which 17 caves were
made from Northern Wei Dynasty to Song Dynasty. Onwards to the Yangguan Pass, the Emperor
Wu (156 — 87 BC) ordered to build to consolidate the frontier defense as well as developing the
remote western region. Shop for your favorite local arts and crafts at the Night Market.

Stay at the Silk Road Dunhuang Hotel or similar (Culture Hotel) (B, L &D)

Dunhuang "> Urumgqi Approx. 1.5 hours flight

Visit the Mingsha Sand Dunes and Crescent Spring, a natural wonder in the Gobi Desert. Fly to

Urumgqi.

Stay at the Hoi Tak Hotel or similar (5-star) (B, L &D)
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Day 6 Urumqi 4= Turpan Approx. 2.5 hours coach

Cruise around the Heavenly Lake surrounded by alpine meadows and rugged snow-capped
mountains densely covered in fir, pine and cypress. Transfer to Turpan. Visit the Ancient City of
Jiaohe, which has a history of 2,300 years and was the capital of the former Cheshi State. Be the
guest of a Uygur family. Enjoy a Uygur dance performance in the evening.

Accommodation at Turpan Oasis Hotel or similar (Culture hotel) (B,L&D)

Day 7 Turpan A% Urumqi Approx. 2.5 hours coach
Drive past the Flaming Mountains, made famous by the story of the Monkey King. Take a
donkey cart ride at the Ancient City of Gaochang, built as a garrison town in the first century BC.
Onwards to Tuyu Valley, a typical Uygur village. Visit the Bezeklik Thousand Buddha Caves,
first chiseled in the Qu Gaochang State and have passed through to Yuan Dynasty (1271-1368).
Proceed to the tallest Minaret in China - Emin Minaret. Then visit the Grape Valley. Return to

Urumqi.

Stay at the Hoi Tak Hotel or similar (5-star) (B,L&D)
Day8 Urumgi > Xian Approx. 5 hours flight

Xian > HOﬂg Kong AppI’OX. 2 hours ﬂight (Hong Kong Airlines or China Eastern Airlines)

Visit the Xinjiang Regional Museum which displays archaeological treasures from the Silk Road
and Xinjiang’s minority cultures, including 3,000-year-old corpses from Cherchen, Loulan and
Hami. Fly to Hong Kong via Xian. (B)

Tour Price
HK$16,880 per person on twin-sharing basis
Single supplement: HK$2,220.-

Price includes:

Economy class air tickets, hotel accommodation, coach transfer service, sightseeing with entrance fee, tour
guide service, tour escort, 3 meals a day where applicable, 2 bottles of mineral water per day, 0.15% TIC levy
and group travel insurance insured in a sum of HK$100,000.

Price excludes:

Airport tax, security charge and fuel surcharge (about HK$1,020), gratuities (to escort, local guide and
driver), China visa (if applicable), personal travel insurance, excess luggage charge, personal expenses such
as telephone call, laundry, etc.

Remarks:

- ltinerary and tour price are subject to change.

- Tour price is based on 10 people traveling together. Supplement is required if the number of participants is below 10 people.
- The above itinerary and price are valid till 31 October 2012.
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