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Preface
Lusongyuan Hotel at a Glance

Since Kublai Khan (Shizu of the Yuan Dynasty) made it the capital of his empire, Beijing has been China's political centre for nearly 800 years,
from the period of the Yuan, Ming and Qing dynasties through present times, always featuring constellations of political and cultural notabilities.
Many of its structures, ranging from the Imperial Palace and Great Wall to siheyuans (Chinese quadrangles), are steeped in history and culture.
Beijing witnessed many major events which changed the course of Chinese history in the past few centuries, most notably dynastic transitions
and the founding of a republic. Visitors can easily see marks of its history, among them are magnificent imperial architectures and former residences
of celebrities.

The area around Nanluoguxiang in Dongcheng District (East City District) near Drum Tower - the starting point of the central axis of Beijing,
and at a 2-km distance from the Imperial Palace and Jingshan, with Tiananmen and the Forbidden City not far away, is veritably the centre of
this capital city. Dongcheng District was once inhabited by many prominent members of the nobility. Some of their dwellings still exist today,
narrating in their special ways the legendary lives of their former owners, as well as the rise and fall of dynasties and prominent families. The
vicissitudes of these buildings reflected those characterizing China's modern history.

The Mansion of Prince Sengge Rinchen, located at Banchang Hutong and Chaodou Hutong, was the residence of the famous Mongol general Sengge
Rinchen in the Qing Dynasty. It is one of the mansions of Qing nobles that still exist today. The Lusongyuan Hotel in Banchang Hutong was originally
part of the Mansion. It is a Beijing siheyuan with unique features and significant historical value.

The purpose of this brief introduction is to acquaint you of Lusongyuan Hotel with the historical features of Dongcheng District, which, together
with the Hotel's appealing cultural flavour, will surely add to your appreciation of this capital city.
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Gallery of History

~ The Qing Princes and Mansions of Princes
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A Brief Profile of the Mansion Owner
Sengge Rinchen

Prince Sengge Rinchen (1811 - 1865) was an eminent Mongol general
in the Qing Dynasty of China. He came from the Khorchin Left Rear
Banner in Inner Mongolia, and was Emperor Jiaqing'(Renzhong) 's
adopted maternal grandson. His name Sengge Rinchen were Tibetan
words meaning "lion" and "treasure" respectively. He'was the 26th
generation descendant of Genghis Khan's second younger brother
Habutu Hasar. Living in poverty when young with his father having
died early, he was later adopted by a distant relative from the paternal
line, the Khorchin Prii‘u':e Suotenamuduobuji as his heir d

After their conquest of Chmal the Mamehus depended heav1]y on,
_besides their own,Elght Banner's Army, he Mongols milltary mlght

to rule the coun‘try They forged mari 1)
: 'nobﬂlty, who bepame reliable suppartersi ‘of. the ng ru}ers, In the”
"4 " later period of the Dynasty, with the Elght'Ban-ners Armydeclinmg, ik
- = ‘the Qing court had to.count ont ) Suppress revolts
- and réas _xternal enemles
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expeghtlon army, and routed it in the souther' "
- oI 1855 he was awarded the title Boduolega ]
" yean, } e destroyed Li Ka,lfan.g s Talpmg forces* angguan T{m in
: 'Shandong Province. - X :

- In'1857, Sengge Rmchen was. appomted inip o
7 charge of the defense works in Tianjin, In 1659, durmg the Second' -
¥ o ‘Opium War he led a coastal defense campalgn at Takh Forts, and' 3
4 defeated the British and French forces, for. w'hgch hef vas granted g
5 rewards In 1860, Anglo-French forces. attacked
0 Taku Forts and Tianjin. With a force compose}l 12 of | 5
“2/ 1+ . ocavalry, Sengge Rinchen fought against the Anglo rencﬁ forces in -
e ’f’bngzhou's Baligiao, and suffered a crushmgdefeat. e Anglo-French*
ok forces‘advanced into Beijing, and burnt the.old Summer Palace (Yuan =
"% Ming Yuan). In the following two years, he led campaugns againstthe -
o Whlte Loms and Nian rebelllons in Hebei, Shandong and I-dean Hls :
succeSses 1n 1 campalgns earned hlm back‘hls prmee tltle

ln Septémber 1860 S‘engge Rinchen was ordered by the emperor to.

crushrebels i in Shandong, Henan and Anhui, In 1865,(the 4thyear

of Emperor, Tongzhi's reign), he was be51eged by Nian fﬁré#s‘a;

Wu]ladlan near Gaolouzhai in Heze, a county in Cao. Pnefectur of w
f\ Shandong Province. He sallied out with a‘small group of cavalry

 soldiers, but was captured and killed. The'news of his death shocked

+ ‘the Qing court. ‘Emperor Tongzhi (Muzong) werit to his mansion to

pay respect to him in person, and a'shrine named Xianzhongci was

" erected in his memory. ) v
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District Navigation

Nanluoguxiang - an old alleyway in
Beijing's Dongcheng District

Nanluoguxiang was called Luoguoxiang in the Ming Dynasty.
The Qianlong Complete Map of Beijing drawn in 1750 (the 15th
year of Emperor Qianlong's reign in the Qing Dynasty) gave it
the present name.

The development of Beijing city began in the Yuan Dynasty.
After making Dadu (Beijing) their capital, the Yuan rulers began
to plan its construction. In the early stage of development, the
streets were divided into uniform precincts, or fangs, and more
than 50 such fangs were developed over time. During the Yuan
Dynasty, Nanluoguxiang belonged to Zhaohui Fang at the center
of Dadu - presently Nanluoguxiang and the hutongs to its east
and west in Dongcheng District of Beijing. It was built in the
period between 1267 and 1290 .

Emperor Yongle (Chengzu) of the Ming Dynasty designated
Beijing as the capital again, but it was reduced to a smaller scale
than that of Dadu. The number of fangs also changed. The
Manchus who established the Qing Dynasty divided Beijing's
inner and outer cities into 10 fangs, and implemented a policy
under which soldiers and civilians were to live in separate zones.
The Banner officers and soldiers lived in the inner city with
their families, and civilians were relocated to the outer city.
Nanluoguxiang and its surrounding areas were where the
Bordered Yellow Banner troops were stationed. In the later
period of the Dynasty, Han people were gradually allowed to
move into the inner city. Towards the end of Emperor Guangxu's
reign, zoning of the inner city for stationing Banner garrisons
was annulled.
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Street Layout

With Nanluoguxiang as the central axis, and eight pairs of parallel
hutongs branching off its eastern and western edges, the area's
layout resembles a fishbone, or a centipede, and for this
Nanluoguxiang is also called Centipede Street. It is said that
there are two old wells at the northern end of Nanluoguxiang,
resembling the centipede's two eyes. Such a hutong and siheyuan
pattern is typical of the chessboard street layouts of the Yuan
capital Dadu.

The Prosperity of Dadu in the Eye of Marco Polo

The well-known traveler Marco Polo came to China during Kublai
Khan's reign, and lived in China for 17 years. In his Travels he
depicted what he saw in Dadu, including the imposing city walls,
the sumptuous imperial palace and mansion of the crown prince,
the royal gardens, and the bustling streets of the capital city.

According to Marco Polo's descriptions, the urban layout of
Dadu looked like a chessboard. Crisscrossing streets of the city
were divided into clearly demarcated square blocks. There were
arteries running north to south. Residential plots allocated to
citizens were orderly arranged in straight lines. Each block was
surrounded by streets and large enough for building big houses.
Dadu's streets were all very straight. From one end of a street,
one could see the other end of it. The perfect city planning of
Dadu left a very deep impression on the great traveler. Today,
when we tour through Nanluoguxiang and the nearby
interconnected hutongs, we will discover that the layout we see
still conforms to what Marco Polo described.
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Today's Lusongyuan Hotel

Lusongyuan Hotel is a typical Beijing siheyuan composed of 5
courtyards. It provides 60 guest rooms, each possessing a unique
charm. They are tastefully designed in a classical fashion, and adorned
with artworks and coloured paintings of classical figures and flowers.
Guests will quickly find themselves steeped in an ambiance of
traditional Chinese culture. You may sit down for a cup of tea or do
some reading in an elegant study; or enjoy sunlight and some peaceful
solitude in the graceful environment of a siheyuan, admiring the
artistic quality of the pavilions and corridors typical of the traditional
architectural designs of the Qing Dynasty.

In Lusongyuan Hotel much of the Mansion's original architectural
features are preserved. The houses, overall layout, coloured paintings
under eaves, wooden pillars, doors and windows have all been kept
intact. Standing in a siheyuan courtyard here, you will find that the
coloured pavilions built of wood, and the coloured paintings on
corridor pillars, beams and posts, still register the majestic air of a
Qing prince; and you can enjoy a true moment of relaxation just
sitting on a stone stool, looking at a bright blue sky.

As the Mansion's structures are protected cultural heritage, guest
rooms of Lusongyuan Hotel cannot be altered in-any way under the
relevantrules, This has ensured their existing in original conditions,
which is-also a distinctive feature of the Hotel. Some guest rooms
boast a high-garret or a long balcony overlooking a serene little
courtyard outside: Hotel guests can give themselves a treat by sitting
in the courtyard reading a book, or admiring the structures of the
Hotel, No matter what rooms they are staying in, they can getareal
taste of the former way of life in the Mansion.

Guests may find an interesting read in "A Dongcheng Story", a tomance,
novel with the Mansion of Prinece Sengge Rinchen, the predecessor
of Lusongyuan Hotel, as thesetting of its narrative. [t contains detailed
descriptions of the peoplé, events-and things in Beijing from-the last
years'of the Qing Dynasty to the early years of the' Republic of China.
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Beijing In-depth Tours

Beijing has a wealth of tourist attractions, the most famous ones being the Forbidden
City, Summer Palace, Tiananmen Square and the Great Wall, etc. Aside from these
sightseeing spots, in the old districts of the city, there are not a few sites with
historical and cultural references worth visiting.

Nanluoguxiang Today

Located near the Forbidden City, Nanluoguxiang has been inhabited by members
of imperial clans and celebrities of different periods, ranging from a Ming general
and a Qing prince to a President of the Beiyang Government and a President of
Kuomintang (Chinese Nationalist Party); and from a master of literature to a great
painter. The area boasts the best preserved and largest siheyuan complexes in
Beijing. They have experienced some big changes in the past, many having changed
hands several times and been divided into parts for sale.

After all the vicissitudes, Nanluoguxiang is now bordered by a prosperous commercial
neighbourhood, with its streets lined with trees and old buildings of historical
value. There are shops of various kinds, many selling fashionable items, and chic
restaurants, bars, cafes and tea houses . The small eateries are often jam-packed
with customers. These trendy commercial activities are spreading from
Nanluoguxiang to the hutongs to its east and west.

Close to these little shops are some historical relics of Nanluoguxiang, such as the
site of Wanging Pawnshop built in the Qing Dynasty. In addition, Nanluoguxiang
is also home to the Central Academy of the Drama and Run Run Shaw Theater.
An amazing blend of old and new has given the area a unique quality - a strong
historical and cultural flavour complemented with modern elements, and hence
a charm of its own. With all these fascinating features, Nanluoguxiang is certainly
a must-see site on the itinerary of every visitor to Beijing.

Hutongs and Former Residences of Celebrities Nearby

Besides Nanluoguxiang, many other hutongs in the area are also worth a visit. From
Lusongyuan Hotel, you can walk to the hutongs nearby to experience the tranquility
and folkways of old Beijing. These hutongs are often sided by shady trees, little
shops and civilian residences, some being age-old siheyuans. Hidden among civilian
residences are many former residences of ranking nobles and celebrities. Walk
slowly through these hutongs and look around carefully, and you will discover
some well-preserved ancient siheyuans, which have witnessed many vicissitudes
of Chinese history.
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RECOMMENDED ITINERARY

Cultural Delights: 2D1IN / 3D2N / 4D3N

o1 ]

Pedicab ride to the popular Hutongs: Banchang, Nanluoguxiang, Former
Residence of Maodun (a well-known Chinese revolutionary writer), Guozijian ~
Bell Tower ~ Drum Tower ~ make dumplings at an old courtyard residence ~
Tiananmen Square ~ Imperial Palace of Forbidden City ~ National Library of China

ooz ]

Great Wall at Badaling ~ Ding Tomb of the Ming Dynasty ~ National Olympic
Stadium (Bird's Nest) ~ Olympic Aquatics Centre (Water Cube)

ED

Summer Palace ~ Temple of Heaven ~ Yuan Ming Yuan (old Summer Palace)

s

Yonghe Lamasery (Lama Temple) ~ contemporary arts districts: Caochangdi and
798 ~ Qianmen Street ~ National Grand Theatre

......*

TOUR INQUIRY

Lusongyuan Hotel has specially designed the Cultural Delights tours ranging from
two days to four days for you to experience the local culture and history of the
imperial Beijing. Please contact our hotel front desk for more information.

Hong Kong il
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E8iF : (86 10) 6404 0436
12H : (86 10) 6403 0418
No.22, Banchang Lane,
Kuanjie Beijing 100009, China
Tel : (86 10) 6404 0436

Fax : (86 10) 6403 0418

HOTEL
COMPANY LIMITED

EHE \F Managed by
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Silk Road Hotel Management Co Ltd
BB ETIB178S £ L 17168
16/F Chinachem Century Tower,

178 Gloucester Road, Wanchai, Hong Kong

E3i% Tel : (852) 2736 8828

£ H Fax : (852) 2736 8000

M3k Website : www.the-silk-road.com

EB B Email : webmaster@the-silk-road.com



