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Welcome to Pingjiang Lodge !
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Preface
Pingjiang Lodge at a Glance

Suzhou is a famous city in China, known as Wu, Eastern Wu, Wumen, Gusu and Pingjiang historically. Situated in Jiangnan (lands immediately
to the south of Yangtze River's lower reaches), Suzhou has long been dubbed the "Land of Fish and Rice", and is well known for its Jiangnan
water villages and gardens; hence the old saying, "Heaven above, Suzhou and Hangzhou below." It has also been dubbed "Venice of the Orient "
for its crisscrossing watercourses.

In the 6th century BC, during the Spring and Autumn Period, King Helii, of the Wu State ordered Wu Zixu to build the state's capital on the site
of today's Suzhou. It was called Gusu City for its contiguity to Gusu Mountain and Gusu Terrace. Sun Quan in the Three Kingdoms Period rose to
power and established the Eastern Wu regime here. It was named Suzhou during the Sui Dynasty (581 - 618), and became the Pingjiang Prefecture
in the Song Dynasty (960 - 1279). Thenceforth Suzhou has always been the economic and cultural center of the Jiangnan district. During the
Song Dynasty, Pingjiang experienced significant developments in culture and education, making it the country's foremost commercial and cultural
city featuring a strong humanistic atmosphere. Chinese garden art also originated in the Song Dynasty, and thrived in the Ming (1368 - 1644)
and Qing (1666 - 1911) dynasties.

The Ming and Qing dynasties saw a golden age of Suzhou: sericulture and silk handicraft prospered; commerce and trade bloomed; culture
flourished; notable talents appeared in large numbers; literature and opera thrived, with the Kunqu Opera gaining countrywide renown; and
Chinese garden art typified by Suzhou gardens reached its acme. Now many classical gardens in Suzhou have been inscribed on the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) World Heritage List.

The old city of Suzhou has a wealth of historical attractions. On Pingjiang Road, there are the Suzhou Museum designed by the famous modern
architect leoh Ming Pei, and the Humble Administrator's Garden built in the Ming Dynasty. Close to them are the Mansion of the Taiping Loyal
King and the old city wall gate of Suzhou, both being major tourist destinations.

This booklet aims to introduce to Lodge guests the history and culture of Suzhou, and the unique features of Pingjiang Road and Pingjiang Lodge.
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Gallery of History

Suzhou dates back over 2,500 years when King Helii, (King Fuchai's father) of the State of Wu in
the Spring and Autumn Period (770 - 476 BC) ordered Wu Zixu, a former official of the State of
Chu who had fled to seek shelter at Wu, to construct his capital Gusu. Today we can still see relics
connected with Wu Zixu, Xi Shi and King Fuchai in places like Tiger Hill in Suzhou. In ancient times,
the mountainous areas around Yangtze River's lower reaches were mainly inhabited by local tribes
such as the Shanyue tribe, and the Han population was relatively small. In the late Eastern Han
Dynasty, Sun Quan seized control of the Jiangnan district,.and later established the State of Wu in
the Three Kingdoms Period. During the Jin Dynasty and the Period of the Wu Hu (Five Barbarian
Tribes) Uprising and Sixteen Kingdoms, the Central Plain areas were plagued by years of war. Many
gentry families migrated south, introducing their agricultural techniques and Central Plain culture
into the Suzhou area, known as Wu Prefecture and Wu, County, at that time.

In 589 (the 9th year of Kalhuang, the ﬁrst era name of Emperor Wen of Sui Dynasty), the name: - -
Suzhou was adopted The Sui’ government constructed the Grand Canal to connect the northern s
‘and southern paftsof the country. Su‘zhou gained i importance for its position on a major transportauon
and trade route, Situated on the fertrle land. 1mmedlately to the south of Yangtze River, it was

; abundant in Iresources and produced a I‘lCh variety. of products After the.mld Tang Dynasty Ilangnan o

Fr0m~the Song Dynasty to the Mmg and ng dynast1es ]1angnan was the’ éountry s wealth1est .
“ region with abundant resources and products, as reﬂ,ected in'the old saymg,HWhen Suzhouand .+
. Huzhou have a good harvest, the’ whole country wﬂlhave enough f food". Handicrafts and commerce’ "
also prospered In the Song Dynasty, Suzhou u'was called P1ng]1ang, and Pingjiang Prefecture | was .o
. estabhshed as the capital of Zhejiang: Xidao district. By then Suzhou had become an important
mdugmal and commerecial hub, well known for: 1t$51lk products. During the Mingand Qing dynasties,
Suzhou was a cultural as well as:an economic and trade 'nte_r At that time l-lul.merchants w1th
l,argﬁltapltals were actlve inbig ports in East Cth_ hou betng one of them : :

el S the cradle of Wu culture and a meetlng pomt( (ﬁ'Central Plain culture and Jiangnan culture,

. Suzhou has produced many great masterswof literature, opera, calhgraphy and painting. In"1035,

- Fan Zhongyan an eminent politician‘in the Northern Song Dynasty, took up an official position in
“Suzhou During his tenure; he builta Confucran templel and instituted, the Prefecture School to

promote education. Thereafter culture and éducat1on thrlved with the city often featuring a

constellation of cultural worthies. In the Mmg and ang perlod it even became the "Land of
Zhuangyuans (the title awarded to.the top score._ “n‘thk palace examlna‘tron) Tourists visiting «

. the local Confuc1an Temple will get an understan ng of the education and culture of Suzhou in

“the old tlmes The painting "Prosperity of Gusu” "a work of the Qing Dynasty painter Xu Yang,

~ depicts scenes ofa prosperous Suzhou bustling with industrial and commercial‘activities in the
S heyday duumg Emperor Qianlong's reign. The Shantq_ng Street which appears in the painting, often
; 3 referred to as the "Best Known Street in Gusu " nreserve.s m‘any of the c1ty S hlstorlcal and cultural

i ' 7 : ; attract;ons 1 - :

Suzhou abounded inmen of letters: and refined tastes. Many of them, and many government officials -
as well, were enthusiastic about garden art besxdes poetry, operd, calligraphy and painting. They

i - '_ : . . ) would collect strange rocks from Lake Taihu for-bu;ldmg g‘alﬂens ‘with hill and water scenes in
A e - q » . their bigresidences. Developed in the Song Dynasty Chmese garden art reached itszenith in the

Mmg and Qing period. Many gardens were ona grand scale, featuring scenery composed of grotesque
~ rocks, flowers and plants, pavilions, towers and chambers. Today, Suzhou gardens are still

- . representative of the unique traditional architecture of China. The most famous ones like Humble
Administrator’s Garden, Lingering Garden and Surging Waves Pavilion have all become world
renowned gardens. '

In the Tang, Song, Ming and Qing dynasties, there were over 300 bridges in Suzhou. [t was the city
. with most bridges and the highest bridge density in China. Today, it still features 168 ancient
bridges exquisitely constructed in various styles, which are still used by the inhabitants. Running
alongside a river, Pingjiang Road is a small street preserving many old folk houses and an ancient
street-bridge layout. Along it there are a few stone bridges built during the period from the Song
Dynasty to the Qing Dynasty. The area is filled with special charms of an ancient water village.
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' 3"
m.ﬂmhi size, with 16 afﬂuentfmes and towns ugﬂ\éﬁrsuyuhsd ]
It Was derisely populated, and there: we'xge many%l’,urph 51c1an§

_pllte scholars. From the local saymg "an\ze' §

“meant "city on earth". However commgﬁ‘om Veni e Eht*,
§ 'of Water he &ubbed Suzhou "Vemce ‘of the

a&d commemal undertakings, "Produce lange amoun!
ade of ra’w sﬂk, not only for their own use - such that

L over 6,000 r}dges "The brldge Lspans aré-Very hIgH‘ allowmg
boats tapass hy, and’ two boats can pass underneath-xt side by side."
By some accounts there were over 300 brldges w1th1n the city of
Suzhou in the Yuan Dynasty, with nearly 1 ,000'more oni its outsklrfs.
Marco Polo's account may be an exaggeration, but itistrue that&ﬂ'lbq

~has a large number of stone bridges. When you come to S;.Izhou you :

3 wlll reahze how trueitis. . 'y i
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District Navigation
Pingjiang Road

Located in the north of the old city of Suzhou and running alongside a river, Pingjiang Road is the best preserved historical street in the
area. The road appears on the stone carved "Map of Pingjiang" of the Song Dynasty, during which it was a major road in the eastern half of
Suzhou. It features Ming and Qing period folk houses on both sides of the river. These old houses, the flagstone streets, the stone bridges,
and the overall landscape are all preserved in their ancient forms.

Both the Pingjiang River and the flagstone streets are not very wide. As described by the saying, "Streets and rivers go side by side, and
land and water routes run in parallel”, the area is a typical Jiangnan water village. Dating from 800 years ago, Pingjiang Road still maintains
its original street layout and characteristics. The houses flanking both banks of the river; the streets and river courses matching each other
in breadth; the stone paths and water lanes crossing each other; and shady trees bordering the waterways, all contribute to the aura of a
water village. Although located within Suzhou's urban area, Pingjiang Road is an ancient, peaceful neighbourhood, posing a stark contrast
to the hustle and bustle immediately across the street.

Pingjiang Road runs south-north from Ganjiang East Road, cutting Baita East Road to meet Dongbei Street. Famous tourist attractions like
the Humble Administrator's Garden, Suzhou Museum and the Mansion of Taiping Loyal King are all nearby. The road is flagstone-paved.
Many narrow lanes branch from its two sides, with stone bridges linking them up. Among them is Niujiaxiang (an alleyway) where Pingjiang
Lodge is located. The road bustles with pedestrians, bicycles and battery powered vehicles. Tourists are often seen taking a boat ride to
admire the old houses along the river and the scenery around. A number of stone bridges linked the two sides of Pingjiang River. They are
all historical relics of Pingjiang Road. The oldest is the Huxiangshi Bridge constructed in the Song Dynasty. Most of the others date back to
the Ming and Qing dynasties.

Pingjiang Road is an important historical and cultural street under protection. Its old houses were largely built in the Ming and Qing dynasties,
many still being inhabited. While retaining its traditional characteristics, the area has its trendy aspects, with the streets and waterways
lined with various kinds of shops and eateries converted from ancient houses, ranging from those selling silk satin to chic stores; and from
tea houses offering Kunqu Opera performance to stylish restaurants with a special appeal to young people.

Pingjiang Road & "Map of Pingjiang"

The "Map of Pingjiang" is a Southern Song Dynasty stone-carved map of Pingjiang (present-day Suzhou). It was drawn and carved in 1229
(the 2nd year of Shaoding, the second era name of Southern Song Emperor Lizong). The government official in charge of the work was Prefect
Li Shouming. Being one of the few surviving ancient stone-carved city maps of China, it depicts the overall layout of Suzhou at the time,
showing its network of streets and watercourses, the city wall and moat, and government offices, etc. Pingjiang Road is also labeled. The
street layout and locations of houses shown on the map remain basically the same today. Suzhou is renowned for its gardens. Some of them
are recorded on the map, including Surging Waves Pavilion, known as Han Yuan, at the time.

Now the original "Map of Pingjiang" is displayed in the Suzhou Confucian Temple and Museum of Inscribed Steles along with several other
Song Dynasty stone inscriptions. A replica is exhibited in a pavilion at the intersection of Pingjiang Road North and Baita East Road.

World Famous Gardens in Suzhou

In terms of their architectural nature, Chinese classical gardens can be divided into three major categories: imperial gardens, monastic
gardens and private gardens. Suzhou gardens are largely monastic and private gardens. As a result of cumulative development in the Song,
Yuan, Ming and Qing dynasties, Suzhou gardens have become representatives of Jiangnan private gardens, and are considered the best among
Chinese classical gardens. They embody an integrated art combining architecture with landscape scenery, horticulture, carving, calligraphy
and painting, and are a perfect blend of natural and artistic beauty; hence the saying, "Jiangnan gardens top all others in the country; and
Suzhou gardens top all others in Jiangnan."

Suzhou has plenty of classical gardens. This can be attributed to a range of advantageous conditions: Firstly, the area is affluent and rich in
resources. It has many rare flowers, plants, and rocks from lakes. Secondly, Suzhou features picturesque water and mountain scenes. The
natural scenery provided ideal models for designing garden landscapes. Thirdly, cultural prosperity and a large literary community helped
the development of an artistic lifestyle. Lastly, handicrafts thrived well with outstanding craftsmen available in great numbers. Many famous
gardens were built with their ingenuity and originality.

At present there are 73 well preserved classical gardens in Suzhou. The Surging Waves Pavilion, Lion Grove Garden, Humble Administrator’s
Garden and Lingering Garden typify the artistic styles of the Song, Yuan, Ming and Qing dynasties respectively and are known as the "Four
Most Famous Gardens of Suzhou ", of which the Humble Administrator's Garden and Lingering Garden are regarded as two of China's four
most famous gardens.

In addition, nine Suzhou gardens were inscribed on the UNESCO World Heritage List in 1997 and 2000 respectively: Humble Administrator's
Garden, Lingering Garden, Master-of-Nets Garden, Huanxiu Shanzhuang (the Mountain Villa with Embracing Beauty), Surging Waves Pavilion,
Lion Grove Garden, Garden of Cultivation, Couple's Retreat Garden, and the Retreat and Reflection Garden.



= =

%%E

?

i

SALEMALT LB IE > [V~ ik~ AR ] BERR
] o LA Z A Fm A S A NEUE - AR - TR Y

ERMBRER [TXRE] A [EREE] B > RE
T 3 BRI DA 19604 TR dr I 1 304 - Sy
AR > (R ARG VR R SR — 1k > ERE SR
s ] MK 2 IR0 AL G AL R RER AR IT

PIERAFR T REENET - T - B 5E
Fo At - REEFREENRAY - TREAMRE T
WA R AR R AR o KT AL — A A% - A BEA
BE > RETERE -

BEBELRE — Bk~ A0~ B SR - Bk

#fﬁ’ﬁﬁﬁ% T30 PO o PILEARE BN RS A

FrOMEM - i Z@RS AN ALR > HEEARR
RS o BN AR ~ ATAR ~ BOF ~ il > 2= R E9 A B RO
MG RERBA > S Ak -

el 2 % b 19— 3t BhAEibiE - Eu <<jlfﬁ-5>(>> H Bl 45 X
f S oy > A 12 B B ME e FLE
AR R R T IR E @R - WEEMWEEJF*E s K%
HARFIARLER  FIE R ARG > W ERIK B -
R IS AR A -

AABEMATE - E TR AR a B T A
W] o Bl AR T A7 FRIZLAL > B TR~ dihE ] 28 -
Pel - — R B T BRI 4« Xt s AT ] 7 R RE DL A R
G - N R > BT LIRS TTLlnﬁlnnZ%%
LHE%X)LE%“&WJETH = W - BRI RS

» A — 7 MR o
FHE AP > ILP?FFF » AR "avﬁﬁ% Hl“i'ﬁ'j&r
TEENAH =17 %MAZEF— ARG >

La v i Fﬂlﬁﬁ% SR o

HB R AR R 5 I‘,’I‘J’Mﬁtﬂﬂﬁ%% B BRI
B T1ﬁ757J\?~IMHZ% E%JZ??% s RZ AT LR
R ERERWHE - ZZIRREH S

WEHTHEE  28KT > AEIER AN TFEHE » M
MM OEA - BRI A -

ENTABEEN IR - Bivk BANEE T MG AS AR SR - H BAEE
TR FREIES > BEKAF -

TERASER F B — DA% S RIBE T - B T3 - MR A -
i H % o




_Story of ngjlang Lodge

Pingjiang Lodge 1s‘loca;ed by the side of Pingjiang River, wlth an attractive proxmuty to a water
~village featuring "little bridges, flowing streams, residences” (a famous Yuan Dynasty verse). It is
- close to many famous tourist attractions, 1nclud1ng former re51dences of celebrltle_s-, the Humble

' '.Admlmstratot‘s Garden and Suzhou Museum

qrs agb in the mxd Mmg,

ix_nﬂnu&gs are all instyles:
éi@i‘()hby there are a s'hlqm (a'tray

ne of Chinese chess or Go (welql) here ‘with the equ1pment prov1ded
3 e olc Yuan, you can feel the eleggmce of the former re51dence ofa wealt‘hy e
‘famlly and enjoy 1ts relaxed atmosphere. ;

Proceed south along the middle hall and- through the ‘main hall, you w1ll come to Xlnglln Yuan
' (Apricot Grove Garden), a garden honouring capable and henevolent physicians.

Jingsong Yuan (Sturdy Pine Garden) features a very pea'oeful environment. It has five pines in different
shapes, representing five generations living together, lasting happiness, great vigor and longevity.

Lusong Yuan (Pair Pines Garden) is another garden in the Lodge with guest rooms. The pair of pine
trees planted here symbolizes a deeply devoted couple.
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Shanfang (Restaurant) - Former Residence of the Dong Family

Walking out the front door of Pingjiang Lodge and over to its opposite side, you will come
to a building mixing old and new. Designed in a modern fashion, it also features some
antique elements like an old brick wall and a courtyard. This is the Lodge's Shanfang, or
restaurant, transformed from the former residence of the Dong Family. The place used
to be a public granary for handing out rice during famines. Today, as a perfect blend of
old and new, it houses modern facilities including a restaurant, meeting room and guest
rooms. Guests may enjoy alfresco in the outdoor cafe with delightful views over a Suzhou
river and the old streets nearby. They may also savour some local delicacies in the Chinese
restaurant of Shanfang.

Traces of Historical Relics at Pingjiang Lodge

Admiring the outward appearance of Pingjiang Lodge and stepping inside it, one may feel
like being taken back in time to a big Suzhou residence in history; as the entire Lodge is
a Ming and Qing period architecture, in harmony with the general architectural landscape
of the historical Pingjiang Road.

Transformation of the architecture was done with the approach "restore to its original
state", preserving its original appearance and structure while enhancing it with modern
facilities, such that it would become a lodge offering comfort and convenience. The old
eave columns, brick walls, and wooden windows and railings have all been preserved in
their pristine forms.

Pingjiang Lodge preserves relics of different periods. As marks of its past, they will help
visitors get immersed in the historical and cultural atmosphere of the place. The oldest
structure of the Lodge is the former residence of the Fang Family. A typical gardened
Jiangnan residence, it was constructed over 450 years ago in the mid Ming Dynasty.

Getting inside through the front door, you will see a water well, which used to be a part
of the residence and dates back over 100 years. Turning around you will notice the remnant
marks of a Chinese slogan meaning "revolution never ends" on the lintel. Obviously it did
not belong to the residence of the Fang Family in the Ming and Qing dynasties. It is a relic
of the Cultural Revolution in the 1960s, during which some Red Guards set up their
headquarters here and left their marks, bearing witness to a chapter in modern Chinese
history.

Proceeding along the flagstone path and entering the main lobby of the Lodge, you will
feel the graceful, dignified air of a living room of an ancient opulent residence. The columns,
tables, chairs and other furnishings are all steeped in a historical splendor. Looking up to
the ceiling, you will be attracted by some glittering gold engraved on the ceiling and main
beam, something belonging to the original house. Only a small part of the original engravings
remains after so many years, and it is worthwhile to take a careful look at them.

A wall opposite Tao Yuan near the main lobby preserves some red-painted words from
"Quotations from Chairman Mao". Painted by Red Guards, they are also a Cultural Revolution
relic. Another trace of the same period is a pair of wooden plaques hung on the wall, with
a qilt (seven-character eight-line regulated verse) poem of Chairman Mao, "The Long
March", written in October 1935, engraved on them.

In the main lobby and deluxe rooms, the beams and columns have all been restored to
their original forms. In addition, the antique desks, chairs, beds and wardrobes of most
guest rooms are authentic Jiangnan furniture of the Ming and Qing period, giving guests
areal taste of the life in an opulent Jiangnan residence in ancient times.

Shanfang, formerly residence of the Dong Family, is on the opposite side of the former
residence of the Fang Family. Its original courtyard, eave columns and long windows have
been preserved. In Shanfang's Jinshi Hall, there is a stone inscription inlaid in the wall .
Being an official message for the Dong Family from the local government in the Qing
Dynasty, it is a relic of significant historical value.
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Suzhou In-depth Tour
Famous Gardens

Suzhou is renowned for its gardens, which embody an integrated art mixing
architecture with landscape scenery, horticulture, carving, calligraphy and
painting, featuring a harmonious blend of natural and artistic beauty that make
the gardens become UNESCO World Heritage.

Suzhou Museum

The new building of Suzhou Museum was designed by the Chinese-American
architect Ieoh Ming Pei, and completed in October 2006. Situated in the north
of Suzhou, it is connected with the Mansion of Taiping Loyal King and covers
an area of over 8,000 square meters. Inside it, there are such relics as the
classical opera stage belonging to the Mansion of Taiping Loyal King on the
east side. It is a national important cultural relic protection unit.

Confucian Temple and Museum of Inscribed Steles

The Suzhou Confucian Temple, also known as Suzhou Prefecture School, is
located across the street from Surging Waves Pavilion. It is emblematic of
Suzhou's deep cultural and educational tradition. Initiated by Fan Zhongyan,
an eminent statesman in the Northern Song Dynasty, it was the first temple
school of China. In 1035 (the 2nd year of Jingyou, the third era name of Northern
Song Emperor Renzong), Fan Zhongyan, then Prefect of Suzhou, integrated
the Prefecture School with the Confucian Temple, starting the education system
of combining Confucian temples and prefecture schools.

Among the large amount of stone inscriptions in the Temple, the "Map of
Pingjiang", "Star Map", "Geographical Map" and "Map of Lineages of Emperors"
are the most famous and precious. In addition, the Temple has a collection

of over 3,000 stone inscriptions and rubbings of the Ming and Qing dynasties.
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Tiger Hill ~ Hanshan Temple ~ Kunqu Museum ~ Boat-ride at Pingjiang River ~
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% 7K~ AZ | WIEAIK 2 SRR o VR T S 3RATIIMIE AT A &3 © . of Suzhou's water villages, featuring "little bridges, flowing streams,

residences". Please contact the Hotel's reception desk for details.
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