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Preface
Tunxi Lodge at a Glance

Huizhou is located in southern Anhui Province, known as Xizhou historically. In the Spring and Autumn Period (770-476BC) and Warring States Period (475-221BC), it fell
successively under the rule of the States of Wy, Yue and Chu. During the Qin and Han dynasties, the counties of Xi and You were established as part of Kuaiji Prefecture. In
1121 (the 20th year of Emperor Huizong's reign in the Northern Song Dynasty; or the 3rd year of Xuanhe, which was the 6th era name of Emperor Huizong), it was renamed
Huizhou, a name used until the end of the Qing Dynasty.

Huizhou and its surrounding areas were originally inhabited by local tribes, such as the Shanyue tribe. In the last years of the Eastern Han Dynasty, the Shanyue tribe in Yi
and Xi counties were wiped out by Sun Quan who had occupied Jiangdong - the lands around Yangtze River's lower reaches. Subsequently China's Central Plain areas were
plagued by long periods of war and unrest, and Han people fleeing from war began to migrate to Huizhou's mountainous regions, bringing with them their advanced culture
and agricultural techniques. In the Jin, Tang and late Song dynasties, there were 3 major migration tides in China. Prominent families in Central Plain areas moved south in
droves, many settling in mountainous regions of southern Anhui. Among them were descendants of the Li imperial family of the Tang Dynasty (618-907AD), who settled in
Wuyuan in Huizhou, and changed their surname to Hu. After a few generations, they moved further to Xidi, where there are many of their descendants today.

The Li imperial clan members of the Tang Dynasty, together with other prominent families, brought the culture of Central Plain to Huizhou as they settled there. Having
practiced agriculture for generations, these families attached great importance to clan ties and Confucianism. They set up schools in their villages to provide Confucian
education for their children. During the Ming and Qing dynasties, a unique "Hui Culture" was developed. Many Huizhou people went to different parts of the country to do
business, forming a famous merchant group in China - the "Hui merchants”. Their heyday was also in these two dynasties. Hui culture shaped the character of Hui merchants,
who were generally well cultivated and enthusiastic about Confucian and literary works, and for this they were known as Confucian merchants. They applied Confucian
ethics to business operation, taking their promises very seriously. For several centuries, Hui merchants dominated China's commercial scene, and in Jiangnan (lands to the
south of Yangtze River's lower reaches) there was a saying, "A town is hardly a town without Hui merchants."

Tunxi Lodge is situated in Tunxi District of Huangshan City, Anhui Province. Part of old Huizhou, Tunxi is an ancient but prosperous commercial town. The Ancient Street
(also known as Old Street) by the side of Xin'an River is a famous commerecial street steeped in history. Developed in the Song Dynasty, it was a prosperous and ever expanding
shop-packed commercial street in the Ming and Qing dynasties. This was the period when Hui merchants gained ascendancy, which added to Tunxi's importance as a
commercial hub in the district.

Scattered in southern Anhui are a number of ancient villages, where some Huizhou buildings of the Ming and Qing dynasties are preserved. In their native land, Hui merchants
built many Hui-style architectures and gardens with distinctive features. From Tunxi, you can tour to the nearby ancient villages to savour the rustic aroma there and
experience the antique Huizhou culture.

This brochure provides guests of Tunxi Lodge with information on the history and culture of Tunxi Ancient Street, as well as the unique features of the Lodge.

ok =k

> o dr N R E



g +F &7

SO

SR LT SR L GORAMN s « R WL
ANLHT= AR 20 - RS RUNKEERE - 76 - AR
RULIKT 5 - 3K S BRI A » ISR »
WA [k ] 2 -

BT HEUN—F a2 - T LEZE LR HH -
ORI — ) K3 RNEZL T =4 (ATE2085F) > BiZ
TREEZ R R BT —4E » ZORTIARBIR RAMUE TG S5 - S5
LB > IR P B ST R TRk b X R
XA R 5 Y AR A > BB BUXAN S R -

FARERERIG 22 (BIARAIBTIN) - PRI BE RS B A LR - B
AW Z NI T - ikl - Ks TIT iS4
SR AR > RIS E XK AR [l B = DRI s v o
T > HERE R RIS ZHZRIIX - #ihoy T4 HR
S o BRI T =V AR KIA S SE L o BRIAR DRAT A JR 1
BN X — D EE ALK o




Gallery of History

Tunxi - a thousand-year-old town
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The Orlgm and Development of
Tunx1 Anclent Street o

- Tunxi Anc1ent Street (also known EN Qld Street) lies ln the old district
. of Tunxi in Huangshan City. Bordered by Huangshan to the north,
and by Xin' an River to the south; it is conveniently located at the
- mtersectwn of Xin'an, Shuai and Heng Rivers (San;langkou] This.is
. the part of Tunxi with the longesthistory. A walk through the flagstone-
; paVed Anment Street will ‘unfold many antique’l houses and shops on
* both sides. Some of the shops are still operating in'the old way, selling -
the" ‘Bour Treasures of the Study" (writing brush, ink paper and ink
g stone) tea leaves or local snacks. Immersed in suc b
h y,ou\wﬂl easily get the feeling of havmg traveled,baék t
tlmes

Tunxi Ancient Streetin ts presentshapeisa msult ofseveral centurles
7 development In the late Yuan Dynasty and early Ming Dynasty, Tunxi
merchant Cheng Weizong set up 47 shops on the shore of San}langkou AT
to trade with other merchants and stock up goods and an early form
of Tunxi Ancient Street thus appeared. With Hui merchants emergl'ng'

and thriving in the Ming and Qing dynasties, the f;nportafice of Tunxi o2

.as a land and water transportation hub:grew, | lurther stlmulatmg f
_Ancient Street's development In the early Qing Dynasty, Ancient
Street wasalready a "town of 4-Li/(Chinese mile) long". Then tea
" “merchants began to prosper. During the reigns of Emperors Xianfeng

- and Tongzhi, fried green tea of Huizhou was largely processed’ in
Tunxi, whlch saw a concentration of tea traderé and tea workers. A
famous brand called "Tunx1 green tea" appeared. As the sale of Tunxi
teain other regions grew steadily, tea traders prospered further, and
Ancient Street was soon packed with teaishops. This was :
complemented by a growing number of merchants in other trades
. setting up their businesses here. In this manner-Ancient Street
_ | developed continuously, and a street of today's scale soon came into
- view, Towards the end of the Qing Dynasty, Tunx1 Ancient Street had
" developed into a commercial center featuring a complete range of
trading activities. 'There were private banks, pawnshops, jewelry
stores, herbal medicine stores, silk textiles shops, porcelain shops,
tobacco shops, and eateries of various sizes. A shop-packed Tunxi
Ancient Street was then the biggest import-export and transshipment
hub in Huizhou. Inthe early years of the Republic of China, Tunxi
flourished further into a key commercial port in the region.
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Huizhou's Confucian Tradition and Business Culture

Among the components of Hui culture developed inold Huizhou, the "Xin'an LiXue (Neo-Confucianism)",
‘whose major exponents included Huizhou scholars in the Song Dynasty such as Cheng Hao, Cheng Yi
‘and Zhu Xi, had a far-reaching influence on the development of Confucnamsm in China. In addition,
Huxzhou gardens archltecture and opera have also s1gmﬁcantly enrlched Chmese culture.

ﬁamg tradition.. *Thexr t;ommex‘(nal "
e .successes peaked in the Mmg and Qing dyn sties | H ufﬂlerc]}&nts became the domm‘ant merchant
’ oup m China, glvmg rise to the sayings,"A town 1sjhardly a town w1thout Hui merchants" and "Hui »

aﬂ:e gverywhere throughout thegouﬁ v - ;

éll
& th uglﬁmpgmal exammatm‘ns In the Mmg‘hnd&;ég.dynqs ies, many members ofthe Hu famipes in ¥
_ ibur:sued sucha course successfullyﬁﬁ?‘rth 11§1qf theﬁtawarded’ goverimentappointments. From'
b 4-4tl-$eeﬁ%f Ming Emperor ]1a]1l1g\s re'lgh "@'tﬁch Hu Wen angwasappomted Head of Wanzai -
1‘1'1&‘.1 Jiangxi Province, tothe fith yeax; r g‘ 2ror ‘Daoguar n; over 130 membets of

) 1li'es became governmento clal :

65 [ n
e-, eultwated land and farms only 5% .;‘I’his:pr‘c_)mpted m@ny Hrulghou;??eople to go to.other reglons 5
to do busmesses and 3 tradmgxtmdlt}on S opéd. A-lso krtc sa--::\s "Xm ‘an me"l‘chants Hur“’
; ants possessing huge ca began @peaﬁ in the Sout'h'ern 7o
ﬁ@lﬁl tl]e Ming' D}’nasty, doing business'in Jin
o Ji ngsu and Shangheu ’I‘hey embyed their]

age in commerc1al %Ictl\fttles, Tl'u o

rtues of va}umg credlblhty d £ utatmn <

Many Hul mel"ehants lmbued.
lt"ure kept{éaclmg and studymg' tﬁey b

cla551cs in’ thellc'sgare ume and }n}pﬁ' egn@h'usiastic about ﬁromotmg educauon and p-'

" After spendmg yeairs dmng busmess in 'other re,g10ns H‘ul merchants uporrreturnmg to thelr‘natxve 34
: '{aee would use their Wealth to build houses, schools, ,ancestral halls and brldges etc, glvm.g expression |
to ‘the Cuhfuman trad1t10h of valuihg education, loyalty, filial pletyand ancestorreverence. There were'
many well cultured fan}}ll’es in Hulzhou v1llages albeit thelr laymg deep in mountainous reglons

l-lu1 merchants traveled all over Chma to do busmess mtrbducmg their culture to other parts of the
country. For example, Hui-style garden art played a part in the deve]opment of Suzhou gardens and
in the design of the imperial gardens in Beijing. Hui-style architecture was also famous countrywide.
Today, when we visit the ancientvillages of Xidi and Hongcun, we can see some buildings typical of
traditional Hui-style architecture, 'including residential complexes, ancestral'halls and colleges, many
built by Hui merchants. Although Hui merchants are history now, we should remind ourselves of their
important role as we relish the antique charm of the streets and buildings of these old villages. Without
Hui merchants, there will not be the rich world heritage that we see today in Huizhou.
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District Navigation
Huizhou

Tunxi is part of old Huizhou, which has many ancient villages besides this commercial town. Huizhou has
a long history and a unique "Hui culture". Situated in southern Anhui Province, it was originally known
as Xizhou and Xin'an, and renamed Huizhou in the Northern Song Dynasty, an ancient name in China.
During the Ming and Qing dynasties, it was a prefecture with six counties, namely Jixi, Xi County, Xiuning,
Yi County, Qimen, and Wuyuan that has become part of Jiangxi Province. Surrounded by mountains, Huizhou
has developed as a self-contained district community, featuring unique customs and folkways.

Villages in Huizhou's mountainous regions were mostly clan-based, meaning that the inhabitants of a village
were basically of the same clan. Huizhou was one of the areas seeing a prevalence of the clan system, and
prominent clans with a clear lineage began to appear in large numbers during the Tang and Song dynasties.
The ancestors of most of these old clans migrated south from the northern regions to Huizhou to flee from
wars. In the ensuing centuries China experienced many turbulent periods marked by wars connected with
dynastic changes, foreign invasions and mass uprisings etc., but Huizhou was scarcely affected, making it
an ideal haven for those escaping war. Today, we can still experience the aloof-from-the-world farming
lives of the inhabitants when we come to these tranquil villages.

Households in the Peach Blossom Spring

The famous writer in the Jin Dynasty Tao Yuanming (aka Tao Qian; 365 - 427) wrote the "Tale of Peach
Blossom Spring", which portrays a secluded village (Peach Blossom Spring) where inhabitants lead a
peaceful existence undisturbed by the outside world, and unaware of dynastic vicissitudes. Such an ethereal
haven with its serene life became a dream world of generations of Chinese literati. Some scholars believe
the archetype of Tao's "Peach Blossom Spring” was the villages in Huizhou's mountains.

It is difficult to locate the exact position of the place described by Tao, but the scenes depicted in the story
do bear resemblance to the lives in the Huizhou villages. For this Yi County is dubbed "Households in the
Peach Blossom Spring”. Touring the mountain villages in Yi County and the areas around old Huizhou to
experience the serene lives there, you will probably share the feelings associated with its alias. When you
set foot in Xidi and the villages nearby, with the scenic mountains and fields before you, seeing the peaceful,
rustic life of the villagers, very likely the utterance will spring from the bottom of your heart: "Here's the
Peach Blossom Spring!"
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Today's Tunxi Ancient Street

Over 800 meters long, Tunxi Ancient Street is characterized by Song, Ming and
Qing-style architectures. Itis the best preserved among ancient streets with similar
characteristics in China. The appearance of a typical ancient town in Jiangnan is
well preserved here. It is also known as "Song Street", and the living version of
"Along the River during Qingming Festival" (a famous Song Dynasty painting). Its
street layout and buildings are representative of traditional Hui-style designs,
featuring light-coloured or white exterior walls, small green tiles and horse-head
walls. Paved with flagstones, the street winds through the town with its numerous
alleyways crisscrossing each other.

Tunxi Ancient Street is lined with shops of 2 to 3 storeys. Featuring single leaf
doors, the buildings are mostly brick-laid up to the roof, with timber beams and
columns as skeletons. Each is flanked by high fire proof walls topped with tiles.
The upper storeys have wooden front railings, apron board and lattice windows.
Horizontally, there are two structural forms: the "shop-front open form" and the
"enclosed sky well form". The former features a flexible shop-front door which is
easy to install and remove, thus facilitating shop operation. The sky well inside
allows natural light to come in, and serves to collect rain water from the roof tops
around. "Water from four sides gathers at the hall" was considered as promising
a gathering of wealth. Such a metaphorical expression reflected the wish of ancient
Chinese merchants for greater prosperity.

Shops in China in the past were often built to these designs: "shop in the front, and
workshop or storehouse in the back”, "shop in the front, and residence in the back”,
and "shop on ground floor, and residence on upper floors". Shop buildings in Tunxi
Ancient Street are typical of such designs, which can hardly be seen in China's big
cities now.

Shops in Ancient Street sell a mix of goods including tea leaves, calligraphy and
painting works, "Four Treasures of the Study", and local snacks etc. One of the
highlights is ink stones. Some shops even use huge ink stones as their signature
products, or display big vats carved out of ink stones with variegated carps swimming
inside. There are also shops offering a rich array of memorabilia.
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Story of the Lodge
Tunxi Lodge

Located at the western entrance of Tunxi Ancient Street, Tunxi Lodge
is a typical architecture of the area. Nearby there are shops selling
tea leaves and ink stones, and bars and restaurants - an interesting
mix of old and new. The exquisitely designed guest rooms of the
Lodge are furnished with reproduction Ming and Qing furniture with
Hui-style characteristics.

Composed of two courtyards, the Lodge has 38 antiquely decorated
guest rooms, each possessing a unique charm. It features whitewashed
walls, small green tiles, rows of archways and lattice windows, beams
and columns with carved patterns and colored paintings, black
lacquered gilded shop signs, dainty octagonal exquisite pendant lamps
hung on lintels, and fluttering streamers bearing traditional characters,
all registering a strong vintage flavour. Lodge guests will find
themselves immersed in an ambiance typical of traditional Hui-style
architecture. They may enjoy some tranquil solitude strolling through
the pavilions and corridors; or take pleasure in viewing through a
lattice window layer upon layer of roof ridges, Hui-style horse-head
walls, or a nocturnal Ancient Street marked by a different tone. Some
guest rooms have front windows overlooking the street, enabling
guests to relish the archaic charm of nearby buildings and Ancient
Street without going out. They may also enjoy such a delight sitting
in the cafe of the Lodge, and looking out of its windows while savouring
a cup of coffee.

Strolling along the flagstone-paved Ancient Street and looking around
at the ancient shops, dazzling arrays of memorabilia, old-fashioned
shop signs and inscriptions with an calligraphic appeal, may give you
an experience somewhat like travelling back in time.
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Huangshan In-depth Tours

Tunxi Ancient Street is a major tourist attraction in the area. The entire Ancient Street
with all its shops and eateries is within a short walking distance from Tunxi Lodge.

From Ancient Street, visitors can go further to Tunxi's downtown and shopping
areas to experience the present lifestyle of Tunxi people. Historical sites frequented
by locals such as Daizhen Park, the Three Cheng Residences, and Former Residence
of Cheng Dawei are all worth visiting. Close to Tunxi are some ancient Huizhou
villages, like the Tangyue and Chengkan Villages, which are famous for their
memorial archways. Try to feel more of the area's rustic charm by touring around
these villages besides experiencing its commercial prosperity. The Qiankou folk
houses, largely Ming and Qing structures, are also not to be missed. While all
featuring traditional Hui-style architecture, these villages have their individual
historical and cultural characteristics worth exploring.
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Ancient City of Huizhou ~ Tangyue Memorial Archway Group ~ Bao's Garden
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Take a cable car up to the Mt. Huangshan Scenic Area (Yellow Mountain) ~
GHLPS Take the cable car down the mountain and transfer back to Tunxi
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TOUR INQUIRY

As honoured guests of Tunxi Lodge, you are welcome to join our
Huangshan Cultural Delights tours ranging from two days to four
days, specially designed for you to experience the rich history and
culture of Huangshan's ancient villages. Please contact the Hotel's
reception desk for details.
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fRH : (86 559) 252 5254

No.15,17, Lao Street, Tunxi Town
Huangshan City, Anhui Province, China
Tel : (86 599) 258 0388

Fax : (86 599) 252 5254
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COMPANY LIMITED
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Silk Road Hotel Management Co Ltd
BEBBETITE1 78S L 17168
16/F Chinachem Century Tower,

178 Gloucester Road, Wanchai, Hong Kong

B Tel : (852) 2736 8828

{2 E Fax : (852) 2736 8000

ik Website : www.the-silk-road.com

EB B Email : webmaster@the-silk-road.com



