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Preface
Xidi Travel Lodge at a Glance

Huizhou is located in southern Anhui Province, known as Xizhou historically. In the Spring and Autumn Period (770-476BC) and Warring States Period (475-221BC), it fell
successively under the rule of the States of Wu, Yue and Chu. During the Qin and Han dynasties, the counties of Xi and You were established as part of Kuaiji Prefecture. In
1121 (the 20th year of Emperor Huizong's reign in the Northern Song Dynasty; or the 3rd year of Xuanhe, which was the 6th era name of Emperor Huizong), it was renamed
Huizhou, a name used until the end of the Qing Dynasty.

Huizhou and its surrounding areas were originally inhabited by local tribes, such as the Shanyue tribe. In the last years of the Eastern Han Dynasty, the Shanyue tribe in Yi
and Xi counties were wiped out by Sun Quan who had occupied Jiangdong - the lands around Yangtze River's lower reaches. Subsequently China's Central Plain areas were
plagued by long periods of war and unrest, and Han people fleeing from war began to migrate to Huizhou's mountainous regions, bringing with them their advanced culture
and agricultural techniques. In the Jin, Tang and late Song dynasties, there were 3 major migration tides in China. Prominent families in Central Plain areas moved south in
droves, many settling in mountainous regions of southern Anhui. Among them were descendants of the Li imperial family of the Tang Dynasty, who settled in Wuyuan in
Huizhou, and changed their surname to Hu. After a few generations, they moved further to Xidi, where there are many of their descendants today.

The Li imperial clan members of the Tang Dynasty, together with other prominent families, brought the culture of Central Plain to Huizhou as they settled there. Having
practiced agriculture for generations, these families attached great importance to clan ties and Confucianism. They set up schools in their villages to provide Confucian
education for their children. During the Ming and Qing dynasties, a unique "Hui Culture" was developed. Many Huizhou people went to different parts of the country to do
business, forming a famous merchant group in China - the "Hui merchants". Their heyday was also in these two dynasties. Hui culture shaped the character of Hui merchants,
who were generally well cultivated and enthusiastic about Confucian and literary works, and for this they were known as Confucian merchants. They applied Confucian
ethics to business operation, taking their promises very seriously. For several centuries, Hui merchants dominated China's commercial scene, and in Jiangnan (lands to the
south of Yangtze River's lower reaches) there was a saying, "A town is hardly a town without Hui merchants . "

Xidi Village lies in Yi County in Huangshan City, Anhui Province. The Hu clan has settled here for over 900 years. As part of old Huizhou, Xidi has been deeply influenced by
Hui culture, which is typified by the distinctive characteristics of ancient villages in the area. There are now over 300 well preserved ancient buildings of the Ming and Qing
dynasties in Xidi, whose inhabitants total over 1,100. Situated at the southwestern foot of Huangshan and with an area of 16 hectares, Xidi features picturesque scenes of
mountain ranges, and is reputed as "Households in Peach Blossom Spring".

In 2000, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) inscribed the ancient villages of Xidi and Hongchun in Yi County of Huangshan City,
Anhui Province on the World Heritage List, as representatives of the ancient villages in southern Anhui Province in China. As remarked by the World Heritage Committee,
these two traditional villages preserve to a remarkable extent the appearance of non-urban settlements, the street pattern, the architecture and decoration, and the integration
of houses with comprehensive water systems typical of an ancient and unique culture in the area.

Xidi Travel Lodge is situated in Xidi Village, UNESCO World Heritage Site. Through this brochure, guests are introduced to the culture of Huizhou, and the historical and
cultural features of Xidi Village and Xidi Travel Lodge.
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Gallery of History
Origin of the Xidi Hu Clan

Xidiwas originally called Xichuan. Some claim that it was a caravanserai
to the west of Huizhou Prefecture, for the distribution of government
mails and accommodating traveling officials. As caravanserai was also
called "Dipu", Xichuan was also known as Xidipu, abbreviated:as Xidi
later on.

In Chinese history, there were three major tides of prominent families
in Central Plain regions migrating south to Huizhou and its surrounding
areas to escape from war. They occurred in'the late Jin Dynasty, late
Tang Dynasty.and late Northern Song Dynasty respectively. The Wang
and Hu clans became prominent clans in the Huizhou region. Xidi
Village was a Hu clan settlement, but the ancestor of the Hu clan there
did not bear theisurname Hu. Li;being his family name, was the
youngest son of Emperor Zhaozong of the Tang Dynasty. The story
of the-ancestor of the Xidi Hu clan s about, the demise of a dynasty
and the narrow escape from death of anew born imperial family
member. :

In the Iast yéars of the Tang Dynasty, beset by arise in the autonomous
power. of regional military governors and foreign inyasions; the
imperial government lost much ofits authority over the country.
During Zhaozong's reign, the emperor became the puppet of military

“governors, Then a warlord, the Xuanwu Governor Zhu Wen (aka Zhu
Quanzhong) seized control of the capital Chang'an: He forced Zhaozong,;
his empress and princes to move to Luoyang, and burnt the Chang'an
city«On the journey to,Luoyang; Empress He gave birthtoason, Fully
aware of the danger ahead, Zhaozong secretly gave the new born- .
baby to his retainer Hu San. Hu San stealthily took the baby prince
tothis native place Kaoshui in Wuyuan (nowsin'Jiangxi Provmce) and
broeught him up there. :

Emperor Zhaozong and his ether sons were killed'soon after they had
atrived at Luoyang. Only the youngest son carried | away by Hu' San
survived. Not long after that the Tang Dynasty. collapsed‘ Lying deep;,
in‘a mountainous region, Huizhou'was far.away:from wars, and Hu. -
‘San'was able to live in obscurity in Wuyuan and raise the youngest :
son of Zhaozong to-adulthood.

~ “Hu San changed the imperial descendant's surname to Hu, and named
him’ Changyi," which connoted a wish for. his escapmg from
misadventures, as in Chmese "Chang" means safety and L auspiciousness,
and "yi" means "wings"’, suggesting shelter and protection. On growing
up, Hu Changyi passed the "Mingjing" (illuminating Confucian classics)
type of imperial examination and awarded the title “Jinshi" in the
Later Tang Dynasty in the Five Dynasties Period. After being toldby
Hu San about his pedigree, he decided not to pursue a political career,
and devoted himself to the study of the classics and promoting
education. Helived to the age of 90. His descendants called themselves
the "Mingjing Hu" or "Li-turned Hu" clan to distinguish themselves
from other Hu clans in Huizhou.
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'The‘X\ Hu clan hlghly Valued Con‘f|.1c1an cultﬁre,
chlldren in the virtues of ' "benevolence, reqﬂtud ,.'honest }10;{011]‘, ‘
l.oya[ty filial piety, chastity and mtegrlty!"‘whlch ‘were con §
nipo‘rtant for maintaining clan‘ties. T he.clan’ members‘have buxlta 2!
'totalof 15 memornal archways one fm:hcnourlng filial ﬁlety, fq'ur.for
honourmg meritorious Service, and ten for honqurmg cha;}mty There_
. are als.26 ancestral halls, a Kui Xing (God of] Eth ns) Tower,

a Wenchang (God of Culture) Tower', and a numbér cgfﬂ.eges and
: ate sch\_ ls in X1d1 Vlllage built by them. s

¢ ~ = . Firag r #

v “"_ i B < ‘
{ y __ﬂ.ﬂ-"" § e Hulzhou peaple also had the tradition of going mother,pants of ﬂne
) E PIBEEEE 7 Y __ * country to do business, forming a famous merclg;n’nt groupin history

g ,,.--‘f.'d""- % " % - the "Hur mel;chants ". Following these traditions, the Xidi Hu clan -
TR ks, W " < el o i alsaencouraged their members to elther become gbvet‘nment officials

e ST + throughimperial examinations or go to ather 17:.510?13 todo business. -
; i A 4% Among members of the Xidi Hu clan there ere. not a feW?Wlthf_
e S | I N e " ¥ ., significant achievements in either of these pursuits, em] lemartlc of

ichare the memorial archways and large-re51dent1al"complexes
that we see today in this ancient village. They used their wealth to
] st ¥ build opulenthouses and ancestral halls in thévlrl tive land; and with
L iy z o ~ authorization given by the imperial court'in- recognmon of their!
: : : . 9 - meritorious official services, erect memorlal archways to glorlfy their
M A il : ancestors
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Huizhou's Confucian Tradition and Business Culture

Among the components of Hui culture developed in old Huizhou; the "Xin'an Li Xue (Neo-Confucianism)",
whose major exponents included Huizhou scholars in the Song Dynasty such as Cheng Hao, Cheng Yi
and Zhu Xi, had a far-reaching influence on the development of Confucianism in China. In addition,
Huizhou gardens, architecture and opera have also significantly enriched Chinese culture.

~ Huizhou people had along tradition of valuihﬁ'Confucianism and Confucian education. There were
~ schools teaching confucian classics in many villages. During the Ming and Qing dynasties, a significant
~ number of Huizhou people joined the imperial civil service on the strength of their Confucian education.

On the other hand, Huizhou people also had a deep-rooted:trading tradition. Their commercial
successes peakedin the Mingand Qing dynasties, when Hui'merchants became the dominant merchant
group in China, giving rise to the sayings, "A town is hardly a town without Hui merchants" ‘and "Hui

: merchants are everywhere throughout the country st

Promlnent families of Huizhou accorded ﬁrst prlorltyto their chlldren takmg up government posmons 3
through 1mperlal examinations. In the Ming and. Qing dynastles many members of the Hu families in
- Xidi pursued such a course successfully, with 115 of them awarded government appointments. ‘From

1§ the 44-th,y'ear of Ming Emperor Jiajing's reign, in which Hu Wenguang was appointed Head of Wanzai

Countym Jiangxi Province, to the 6th'year ofQing Emperor Daoguang's reign, over 130 members of
‘Hu famlhes became government officials. The' remarka’ble achievements made in such a remote village
were an expressive embodlment of Hulzhou s trad1th of placmg 1mp0rtance on education.

The Mlng and Qing dynastles saw a con51derab}e rlse,m the populatlon of Huizhou, which is largely -
- mountainous with little arable land, as ‘shown by t the saylng, "mountains account for 85% and water
10%, cultivated land and farms.only 5%". _Thls'prompted many Huizhou people to go to other regions
to do businesses, and a trading tradition was developed Also known'as "Xin‘an merchants", Hui-
merchants possessing huge capitals began toappear in the Southern Song Dynasty They thrived
w@ﬂ in the Ming Dynasty, doing business in’ salt,ahd tga etc, in regions ranging from Xin'an River
to ]1angsu and Shanghai. They enjoyed their. heydayfrgm' he mid Ming Dynasty to mid Qing Dynasty.
Apart from salt and tea, their busmess also coverbd pawnmg, rice; cotton fabrics; silk textiles and

poreelaln etc. : L e o i

gt

H1u merchants also featured a tradltlon of. "blendmg Confuc1anlsm with.commercial pursults or .
show1ng a devotion to Confucianism while domg business". Elders of Huizhou famllles would require .

their children, even those set to become merchants, to study Conftician classu:s for a few yearsand - o

attain certain level of education| before ]ettlng them engage in commercial activities. This would help
ensure their cultural level and foster among ! them the virtues of valuing credibility and reputation,
and seeing rlghteousness as more 1mportaht than Dbenefits. Many Hui merchants, 1mbued with Confucian
culture, kept readmg and studying as they did business. Some would transcribe texts of Confucian
classics in their spare time, and-many were enthuisiastic about promotingeducation and public welfare.
They enjoyed the.company of men oflearmng. and were often mterested in organizing literary meetmgs
poetry socletles or opera troupes

After spendlng years doing business in other regions, Hui merchants upon returning to their native
place would use their wealth to build houses, schools, ancestral halls and bridges etc,, giving expression
to the Confucian tradition of valuing education, loyalty, filial piety and ancestor reverence. There were
many well cultured families in Huizhou villages, albeit their laying deep in mountainous regions.

Hui merchants traveled all over China to do business, introducing their culture to other parts of the
country. For example, Hui-style garden art played a part in the development of Suzhou gardens and
in the design of the imperial gardens in Beijing. Hui-style architecture was also famous countrywide.
Today, when we visit the ancient villages of Xidi and Hongcun, we can'see some buildings typical of
traditional Hui-style architecture, including residential complexes, ancestral halls and colleges, many
built by Hui merchants. Although Hui merchants are history now, we should remind ourselves of their
important role as we relish the antique charm of the streets and buildings of these old villages. Without
Hui merchants, there will not be the rich world heritage that we see today in Huizhou.
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What is the relationship between Huizhou and European Renaissance?

Huizhou prospered greatly in the Ming and Qing dynasties. At about the same time, Europe was gradually advancing from the centuries-
long Middle Ages into the Renaissance period, and European civilization was entering a phase of vigorous development. Is there any relationship
between Huizhou and the European Renaissance?

In 2003, Gavin Menzies, a British writer born in 1937 and a retired naval officer, published a book entitled "1421: The Year China Discovered
the World", in which he claims that there is evidence of Chinese ships visiting North America, and that the "Sanbo Eunuch” Zheng He, who
led the "Seven Naval Expeditions to the Western Ocean” in the Ming Dynasty, discovered the Americas 70 years earlier than Columbus. His
theory has been widely debated in the academic world.

In 2008, he published his second work on Zheng He: "1434: The Year a Magnificent Chinese Fleet Sailed to Italy and Ignited the Renaissance".
In it he claims that there are astonishing similarities between the information contained in some Vatican documents and manuscripts of
the famous Renaissance inventor Leonardo da Vinci and the illustrations in Chinese writings on agricultural irrigation systems included in
the "Yongle Encyclopedia”. On this basis he presents a revisionist historical view: During his 7th voyage, which was also his last voyage,
Zheng He sailed to Europe, and presented as a gift the monumental "Yongle Encyclopedia”, compiled during Emperor Yongle's reign, to the
Roman Catholic Church. Subsequently, European intellectuals who had a close relationship with the Vatican gained access to this great book
from China. Inspired by it, they invented various sorts of machines and techniques which helped launch the Renaissance.

Included in Yongle Encyclopedia is a book called "History of Agriculture" completed in 1313. A work summing up the knowledge of agriculture,
technology and astronomy developed in different periods of Chinese history, it was written by Wang Zhen, Head of Jingde County, AnhuiProvince
in the Yuan Dynasty. During his tenure, he often conducted site investigations into the works of farmers. Jingde is within the boundaries of
Huizhou. It is likely that his book records some of the machines and techniques used by Huizhou farmers.

In his book "1434", Menzies compares such Chinese works as "History of Agriculture” with European Renaissance illustrations, including
those of Renaissance archetypes like Leonardo da Vinci, and identifies many similarities between them. He believes that intellectuals with
close ties with Vatican had access to Yongle Encyclopedia, and made use of the machine design concepts described in the "History of Agriculture”.
However, Vatican has consistently refused to confirm whether it has been keeping a copy of Yongle Encyclopedia given by Zheng He.

Menzies claims that such a "chance occurrence" in history facilitated the launching of the European Renaissance. Zheng He's 7th voyage
took place in 1434, just 14 years before the unfolding of the Renaissance in 1450.

At the lobby of Xidi Travel Lodge, a copy of Menzies' "1434" is displayed, together with machine designs drawn by Leonardo da Vinci, a copy
of the "Local Records of Jingde", and information about Wang Zhen, writer of the "History of Agriculture". They may help you form your own
opinion on a possible link between Huizhou culture and the European Renaissance.
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District Navigation
Huizhou

Situated in southern Anhui Province, Huizhou was originally known as Xizhou and Xin'an, and renamed
Huizhou in the Northern Song Dynasty, an ancient name in China. During the Ming and Qing dynasties, it
was a prefecture with six counties, namely Jixi, Xi County, Xiuning, Yi County, Qimen, and Wuyuan that
has become part of Jiangxi Province. Surrounded by mountains, Huizhou has developed as a self-contained
district community, featuring unique customs and folkways.

Villages in Huizhou's mountainous regions were mostly clan-based, meaning that the residents of a village
were basically of the same clan. Huizhou was one of the areas seeing a prevalence of the clan system, and
prominent clans with a clear lineage began to appear in large numbers during the Tang and Song dynasties.
The ancestors of most of these old clans migrated south from the northern regions to Huizhou to flee from
wars. In the ensuing centuries, China experienced many turbulent periods marked by wars connected with
dynastic changes, foreign invasions and mass uprisings etc., but Huizhou was scarcely affected, making it
an ideal haven for those escaping war. Today, we can still experience the aloof-from-the-world farming
lives of the inhabitants when we come to these tranquil villages.

Households in the Peach Blossom Spring

The famous writer Tao Yuanming (aka Tao Qian; 365 - 427) in the Jin Dynasty wrote the "Tale of Peach
Blossom Spring", which portrays a secluded village (Peach Blossom Spring) where inhabitants lead a peaceful
existence undisturbed by the outside world, and unaware of dynastic vicissitudes. Such an ethereal haven
with its serene life became a dream world of generations of Chinese literati. Some scholars believe the
archetype of Tao's "Peach Blossom Spring" was the villages in Huizhou's mountains.

It is difficult to locate the exact position of the place described by Tao, but the scenes depicted in the
story do bear resemblance to the lives in the Huizhou villages. For this Yi County is dubbed "Households
in the Peach Blossom Spring". Touring the mountain villages in Yi County and the areas around old
Huizhou to experience the serene lives there, you will probably share the feelings associated with its
alias. When you set foot on Xidi village as a guest of Xidi Travel Lodge, with the scenic mountains and
fields before you, seeing the peaceful, rustic life of the villagers, very likely the utterance will spring from
the bottom of your heart: "Here's the Peach Blossom Spring!"
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Story of the Lodge
Xidi Travel Lodge (Mingjing Garden)

Xidi Travel Lodge is located in Xidi Village. Situated at the village entrance, the main ancestral hall of
the Hu clan is called "Benshi Hall" ("benshi" means "origin" in Chinese), and is opposite to the Hu
Wenguang Memorial Archway. It is a major landmark in Xidi Village. The name "Benshi" signifies its
being in honour of the "Mingjing Forefather", and for this it is also known as "Mingjing Ancestral Hall".

Chinese people have a strong tradition of placing importance on ancestral descent, as reflected in the
saying, "Our lineage will be lost without an ancestral hall; and not knowing our lineage we will not know
our ancestors". In the late Ming Dynasty, the Mingjing Hu clan in Xidi launched some large-scale
construction projects, putting up 26 ancestral halls. They can be divided according to their natures into
4 types: main halls (aka clan halls), main branch halls, branch halls and Ji Halls (family halls). The
"Mingjing Ancestral Hall", also called "Benshi Hall", is the main hall of the Xidi Hu clan. It was built in
1788 (the 53rd year of Emperor Qianlong's reign in the early Qing Dynasty) under the impetus of the
24¢th generation ancestor Hu Guansan.

After 1949, Mingjing Ancestral Hall became a granary and the office of the township government. In
2007, it underwent a transformation featuring two approaches: "restored to the original form" and
"rebuilt to the original form". Historical relics preserved include two ancient Hui-style structures which
were originally part of the Ancestral Hall (now Mingjing Garden), the two-storey Huatings (exterior
halls) built in the period of the Republic of China (formerly Ying Tiangi Block Print Museum), and the
building complex housing the township government office. As part of the conservation program, the
original building complex has been preserved, and part of the pseudo-classic architectures has been
restored and enlarged. Finally, with the installation of modern facilities, this is the current Xidi Travel
Lodge we see today.

A model displayed at the lobby of Xidi Travel Lodge shows the original appearance of Mingjing Ancestral
Hall. Other exhibits include part of the Hu clan's genealogy, written records of the construction of the
Hall, and materials related to the conservation program under which the Hall was converted into the
Xidi Travel Lodge.

Mingjing Ancestral Hall, an imposing building, is the largest ancestral hall in Xidi Village. Comprising
four jins (sections) and three big courtyards, it occupies an area of almost 2,100 square meters, and
spans over 50 meters. There are wing-rooms, bedrooms, tea rooms and a kitchen on both sides. The
entryway features jutting eaves like spread-out wings of a flying bird. Formerly there was a pair of big
stone lions outside the door, flanked by Eight Banners flagstaff stones. Opposite to it is the memorial
archway in honour of Prefecture Head Hu Wenguang. Now in Mingjing Garden, visitors can enjoy the
view of this main ancestral hall which stands out in Xidi Village with its magnificence.
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Landscape inside the Lodge

Built to folk-residence architectural and decoration designs that embody Hui-style garden
art, Xidi Travel Lodge comprises six uniquely-featured buildings with Hui-style gardens.
Staying in the Lodge will afford you a good opportunity to appreciate the essence of Hui-
style architecture. Enter the Lodge and walk through its lobby, you will catch sight of
an exuberant garden saturated with an antique and peaceful mood.

The buildings typical of Hui-style folk residences house the guest rooms. The covered
corridors and horse-head walls are all old Hui-style architecture. With features typifying
Huizhou culture, the Lodge blends harmoniously into the overall landscape of Xidi.

Walking along the flagstone path in the garden, through a bamboo trellis overhung with
creeping vines, and past the enclosing wall and an alleyway, you will come to another
part of the Lodge, where there is another garden and a big house, with high enclosing
wall and projecting eaves above the entryway typical of Hui-style architecture. A streamer
bearing the word "restaurant” is hung in front of the door. You have come to the Lodge's
Chinese restaurant which has some very special features.

Originally a folk residence, it has two courtyards with towering halls, which have been
converted into dining rooms called "Shangxiao Room" and "Shangyi Room" respectively.
They are decorated with red hanging lanterns, flower vases, calligraphy and painting
works, in a way typical of an affluent household in the old times. The dining tables and
chairs are all antique furniture. You may feast your eyes on its architectural aspects while
enjoying your dinner in one of these big old halls.

The restaurant has other wing rooms, including four suites with unique features. In the
big halls there are wooden attics featuring exquisite wood carvings. In the past, affluent
families often made such wing rooms the boudoirs of their daughters, who would stay
indoor most of the time, not easily showing their faces in public. Visitors will see such
halls and wooden attics in the big houses in Xidi and other ancient Huizhou villages, but
a brief visit hardly allows an in-depth appreciation of them. In the Chinese restaurant
of Xidi Travel Lodge, you can take a good look at them and relish their antique flavour
in a leisurely manner.

As honoured guests of Xidi Travel Lodge, you may take the architecture of the Lodge as
the starting point of your appreciation of Xidi Village. Walking along its flagstone streets,
and visiting its ancestral halls and folk residences, will unfold much of the culture and
folkways of this ancient village, and enlighten you as to why UNESCO has inscribed Xidi
Village on the World Heritage List.
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Huangshan In-depth Tours

Xidi Travel Lodge is situated in Xidi Village. The Hu Wenguang Memorial Archway and
Zouma ("horse-passageway") Tower outside the village; and the streets and lanes, folk
residences with their high walls, and ancestral halls such as "Jing'ai Hall" and "Diji Hall"
inside the village are all worth visiting. Many inhabitants, displaying rustic folkways,
are living in old houses built in the Ming and Qing dynasties. The lakes, fields, watercourses,
hills, and villagers walking between fields and houses in the surrounding areas combine
to form a charming picture of pastoral life.

Arriving at Xidi Village, you will quickly notice the large number of young people, in
groups of three or four to over ten, sitting in front of the memorial archways and Xidi
Travel Lodge, at different corners of the village, and beside the farmhouses nearby,
and concentrating on their sketching or painting. The village's pastoral scenery is
drawing tourists from around the world, and has become a big attraction for photography
enthusiasts and fine art students as well. Watching these young artists at work can be
abonus to your trip !

Hongcun is another ancient Huizhou village inscribed as UNESCO World Heritage Site.
Its layout and development planning highlight an emphasis on Feng Shui (Chinese
geomancy) applications. There is an ingenious water supply system in the village, which
features beautiful lake scenery.

Many villages nearby are also worth a visit, such as Nanping Village and Lu Village. All
being ancient Huizhou villages, each of them has its own origins and clan lineage, and
is marked by unique characteristics.
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Ancient villages of Xidi and Hongcun ~ Nanping Village ~ Tunxi Ancient Street
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Take a cable car up to the Mt. Huangshan Scenic Area (Yellow Mountain) ~
GHUFS Take the cable car down the mountain and transfer back to Tunxi
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* K U E I TOUR INQUIRY

As honoured guests of Xidi Travel Lodge, you are welcome to join our Huangshan
Cultural Delights tours ranging from two to four days, specially designed for you
to experience the rich history and culture of Huangshan's ancient villages. Please
contact the Hotel's reception desk for details.
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