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Theme Tour: Grassland Culture 
 

Destination Information 
 

 
Bayanbulak 
Bayanbulak means 'abundant spring' in Mongolian. It is located in Xinjiang. To the south of the Mt. Tianshan 
(Heavenly Mountain) lies the beautiful Bayanbulak Grassland, which is home to the descendants of Mongols who 
returned here from Russia one hundred years ago. Covering an area of about 23,000 kilometers, it is the second 
largest grassland in China. 
  
Beijing 
As the capital of the People's Republic of China, Beijing is the nation's center of government, economy, culture, and 
international activities, as well as serving as a transportation hub to the entire country. With a population of 11 
million people, Beijing contains 18 districts and counties covering an area of 10,450 square miles. The suburbs 
contain: Dongcheng, Xicheng, Xuanwu, Chongwen, Chaoyang, Haidian, Fengtai, and Shijingshan. An outer suburban 
area consists of: Fangshan, Mengtougou, Changping, Tongxian, Shunyi, Daxing, Huairou, Miyun, Pinggu, and Yianqing. 
Beijing City is an independently administered municipal district located in the northeastern part of China at an 
elevation of 143 feet above sea level. Beijing has a continental climate. January is the coldest month with an average 
temperature of 24 degrees Fahrenheit. At an average temperature of 79 degrees Fahrenheit, July is the warmest. 
The best time to visit Beijing is May, September and October. 
  
Beijing has a long history. As early as 500,000 years ago, ancient "Peking Man" lived at Zhoukoudian 30 miles 
southwest of Beijing. King Wu was the first to declare Beijing the capital city in 1057 B.C. Established in 1045 B.C., 
Beijing is an ancient cultural city, serving for 800 years as the capital of the Liao, Jin, Yuan, Ming, and Qing dynasties. 
 
Beijing was also known as Peking by the Western world before 1949. In the early nineteen twenties, Beijing became 
the cradle of China's new democratic revolution. The May Fourth Movement against imperialism and feudalism 
began in 1919. On October 1st, 1949, Chairman Mao announced to the world the founding of the People's Republic 
of China. 
Beijing is also known as a tourist city for its many places of interest, including ancient architecture, royal gardens, 
mansions, towers, temples, palaces, and modern structures. It is a gathering place of artists and other talented 
people. 
  
Hailar 
Hailar is located in the Inner Mongolia Prefecture in northeast China. Long known as the "Pearl of the Grasslands", 
Hailar acts as a gateway between China and Russia. Hailar is considered an urban district which has an estimated 
population of 256,000, and it serves as a regional centre for commerce, trade, and transportation of Hulunbuir, 
which is a mainly grassland and remote. 

mailto:travel@the-silk-road.com


 

 

  
 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Suite 1602, Chinachem Century Tower, 178 Gloucester Road, Wanchai, HK 

香港灣仔告士打道 178號華懋世紀廣場 16樓 1602室 

Tel 電話: (852) 2736 8828  Fax 傳真: (852) 2736 8000  Email 電子郵箱 : travel@the-silk-road.com 

Website 網站: www.the-silk-road.com 

2 

Silk Road Travel Management Ltd 

絲路旅遊管理有限公司 
Licence no. 牌照號碼: 352017               (文化資源開發有限公司成員機構) 

  
Huhhot 
It is a city in north-central China and the capital of the Inner Mongolian Autonomous Region, serving as the region's 
administrative, economic, and cultural centre. The name of the city means "Blue City" in Mongolian.  The color blue 
in Mongolian culture is associated with the sky, eternity and purity. 
  
As a city with a rich cultural background, Hohhot is known for its historical sites and temples and is one of the major 
tourist destinations of Inner Mongolia. 
  
Kuqa 
It is a city in the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region and is under the administration of the Aksu Prefecture. It was 
once the home of an ancient Buddhist Kingdom of Kucha and played a vital role on the ancient Silk Road.    
  
Urumqi 
Urumqi means "a beautiful pasture land” in ancient Mongolian used by the Junggar tribe. It is the capital of Xinjiang 
Uygur Autonomous Region in China. Urumqi was an important town on the new northern route of the Silk Road, 
which made vital contributions in promoting Sino-foreign economic and cultural exchanges 2,000 years ago. 
  
Urumqi is a city where ethnic minorities live in compact of mixed communities. They are the Uygur, Han, Hui, Kazak, 
Mongolian, Kirgiz, Xibe, altogether over 40 ethnic groups of people.   It is interesting that Han people are the major 
ethnic group in China, but in Xinjiang, they are minority group. The city's uniqueness, the strong colorful ethnic life 
styles and local customs are quite attractive to visitors.   
  
Xian (also Xi’an) 
Xian, the capital of Shaanxi Province, is located in the heart of the Guanzhong Basin, with the Weihe River running 
along the northern border of the city. It is the largest metropolis in northwestern China. Known as Chang'an in 
ancient China, Xian is a world-renowned ancient capital. 
  
For 1,062 years beginning in the 11th century B.C., Xian was the capital of 13 dynasties including the Western Zhou, 
Qin, Western Han, Eastern Han, Sui, and Tang. The continuous dynastic occupation kept the city beautiful and 
magnificent. More than two hundred and seventy palaces and temples were built during its heyday, such as the 
"Three Han Palaces" in the Han dynasty, namely Changle, Weiyang, Jianzhang Palaces, and numerous other palaces 
and watch towers. The most well-known among these is the Tomb of Emperor Qin Shihuang, with the Terracotta 
Warriors and chariot. Xian is also the starting point of the ancient Silk Road. 
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