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Theme Tour: Manchu Culture 
 

Destination Information 
 
Beijing 
As the capital of the People's Republic of China, Beijing is the nation's center of government, economy, culture, and 
international activities, as well as serving as a transportation hub to the entire country. With a population of 11 
million people, Beijing contains 18 districts and counties covering an area of 10,450 square miles. The suburbs 
contain: Dongcheng, Xicheng, Xuanwu, Chongwen, Chaoyang, Haidian, Fengtai, and Shijingshan. An outer suburban 
area consists of: Fangshan, Mengtougou, Changping, Tongxian, Shunyi, Daxing, Huairou, Miyun, Pinggu, and Yianqing. 
Beijing City is an independently administered municipal district located in the northeastern part of China at an 
elevation of 143 feet above sea level. Beijing has a continental climate. January is the coldest month with an average 
temperature of 24 degrees Fahrenheit. At an average temperature of 79 degrees Fahrenheit, July is the warmest. 
The best time to visit Beijing is May, September and October. 
  
Beijing has a long history. As early as 500,000 years ago, ancient "Peking Man" lived at Zhoukoudian 30 miles 
southwest of Beijing. King Wu was the first to declare Beijing the capital city in 1057 B.C. Established in 1045 B.C., 
Beijing is an ancient cultural city, serving for 800 years as the capital of the Liao, Jin, Yuan, Ming, and Qing dynasties. 
 
Beijing was also known as Peking by the Western world before 1949. In the early nineteen twenties, Beijing became 
the cradle of China's new democratic revolution. The May Fourth Movement against imperialism and feudalism 
began in 1919. On October 1st, 1949, Chairman Mao announced to the world the founding of the People's Republic 
of China. 
 
Beijing is also known as a tourist city for its many places of interest, including ancient architecture, royal gardens, 
mansions, towers, temples, palaces, and modern structures. It is a gathering place of artists and other talented 
people. 
 
Chengde 
The city of Chengde is approximately 143 miles from Beijing. In addition to being one of the first ancient cities to be 
recorded by the government, it is also one of the ten esteemed national-class scenic spots. There are many places of 
interest in and around Chengde, such as the magnificent Mountain Resort and the Eight Outer Monasteries. 
Chengde has convenient transportation, and easily accessible by either train or long-distance bus. Tourist trains and 
regular buses shuttle between Chengde and Beijing on a daily basis. 
  
Shenyang 
Shenyang is the capital and largest city of Liaoning Province in northeast China.  Shenyang was first adopted by the 
Manchu people as their capital in the 17th century and is today’s biggest city in the northeast. Along with its nearby 
cities, Shenyang is an important industrial centre in China, and it serves as the transportation and commercial hub of 
China's northeast – particularly with Japan, Russia, and Korea.   
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